Alan Bosch Reptiles
Aquatic Turtles Care Sheet

Habitat Requirements
Researching an animals’ needs, especially the food and habitat, are paramount before purchasing the animal. Know what you are doing and your investment will provide you with many hours, and hopefully years, of enjoyment and wonder.  
Any aquarium or other watertight container can be used for aquatic turtles as long as some simple rules are followed. For optimum growth and health the container should allow for at least 1” of depth for each inch of length of the turtle’s carapace (the shell covering the top of the turtle). Turtles love to swim!
Additionally, approximately 5 gallons of water is a good rule of thumb. Provide a basking area and a heat source over the area to allow the turtle to dry off and warm up. This keeps the turtle’s skin healthy. Change the water whenever it gets slightly cloudy or at least once per week if the tank is unfiltered or change at least half the water once per month if the water is filtered. Remember: turtles use the water for more than swimming!

Turtle Tanks are specialized aquariums made by the All Glass Aquarium company especially for aquatic turtles. They can be ordered through your local pet store. The lowered edge of one end of the aquarium allows for a filter to be used and since the water level is much lower keeps the turtle in the tank. This type of tank is highly recommended. Additionally, most turtle species do well at a temperature range of 78° - 82° F. Use a submersible (under water) heater to obtain this range.

Choosing a Healthy Animal
A healthy turtle should:
· Be active

· Be fungus free on all body parts, especially the feet and shell

· Eyes should be open and clear

· All the body parts should be there: toes, nails, shell scutes (the shell covering)

If possible, drop a piece of food in front of the turtle and see if it eats right away. It’s a good sign if it does. If no food is available use your finger on the outside of the glass tank and see if it will follow your finger back and forth.
Feeding
Turtle feeding has become very simple with fantastic nutritional advances in the animal science industry. Floating turtle food is the simplest to use and can be fed once or twice a day. Simply place a piece on the surface and tap on the side of the container. Soon your turtle will learn to associate the tap with feeding. Only place enough food for the turtle to completely consume. Too much food will spoil and foul the tank. Many species of turtle will eat plants and small fish in the wild and these can be fed to your turtle occasionally as a treat for them and you.
